
Homer Township 

AGENDA 
Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

                                                                                            September 8, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. 

Town Hall  

16047 S. Cedar Road 

Homer Glen, IL 60491 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Moment of Silence 

4. Roll Call for Quorum 

5. Public Comments must sign in 

               

6. Approval of Minutes 

     a.  Motion to approve August 11, 2025, Monthly Board Meeting Minutes 

7. Reports from Township Officials 

     a.  Trustees 

     b.  Clerk 

     c.  Highway Commissioner 

     d.  Assessor 

     e.  Collector 

     f.   Supervisor 

             

 8. Action items 

     a.  Approval of Bills for Payment 

           Consider approval of payment of all bills for August 2025: Certificate of    

           Deposit, Equipment & Building, Founders Crossing Bond, Founders  

           Crossing General, General Assistance, Open Space, Park, Road & Bridge      

           and Town Funds. 

     b.  Approval to Allow the Supervisor to Enter into an Agreement to Purchase 

Additional Security Equipment and Services for the Buildings and Grounds at 

Trantina Farm for the Not-t0-Exceed amount of $10,000  

     c. Approval of Resolution 2025-0809 RES 1 Opposing Will County’s Five Lane 

Expansion of 143rd and the Proposed Compromise Presented at Will County 

Board Public Works & Transportation Committee Meeting on September 2, 

2025 

 9. Old Business 

     a.  Civic Center Update 

 

10. New Business 

      a.  Access Will County Dial-a-ride 

           Discussion only. 

 

11. Roll Call Vote to Enter Closed Session (If Necessary) 

     a. Approval to convene into Closed Session of the Homer Township Board to consider    
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               one or more or the following subjects approved under the Open Meetings Act.  

            

           

          12. Return to Open Session 

 

          13. Action Following Closed Session (if any) 

 

          14. Adjournment 

                 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodations in this meeting should contact the Township Supervisor’s Office, 14350 W. 

151st Street, Homer Glen, IL 708-301-4534. Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Please give at least 48 hours 

notice prior to the meeting. Request for ASL interpreters require five (5) working days advance notice 

  



         Homer Township 
Minutes 

Monthly Board of Trustees Meeting 

August 11, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. 

Homer Township Town Hall 

16057 S. Cedar Road 

Lockport, IL 60491 

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Township Supervisor Steilen at 7:00 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Moment of Silence

4. Roll Call for Quorum

Present were Supervisor Sue Steilen, Clerk Tami O’Brien, Trustees Keith Gray, Ken Marcin, Don

Melody, Chris Sievers, Collector sara Palermo, Highway Commissioner John Robinson, Assessor

Carmen Maurella, Attorney Jason Guisinger.   A quorum was established.

5. Public Comments (must sign in)

None

6. Approval of Minutes

a. July 14, 2025

Trustee Gray motioned to approve the minutes of July 14, 2025, and seconded by Trustee

Melody.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes (5) Trustees Gray, Marcin, Melody, Sievers and Supervisor Steilen

Nays (0)

The motion carried.

7. Reports and Communications from Elected Officials

a. Trustee Melody

Trustee Melody stated the first meeting for Open Space/Civic Center Committee had a great

turnout.

Trustee Gray 

     Trustee Gray stated that he was working on a write-up for the Veterans Committee. He will  

     have it ready in a couple of weeks. Anyone interested in Volunteering for the Committee  

     should email the Township.  

Trustee Marcin 
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No report 

 Trustee Sievers 

Trustee Sievers stated she would like to recognize one of our Homer Glen residents Austin  

Bielski, he had a lemonade stand “Cups for Cancer”. This is his 8th year, and he has raised just 

shy of $15,000. Since the year he started, he has raised over $35,000.   

b. Clerk O’Brien

Senior Bingo was held on July 8; it was a great turnout. Thank you to all the

Volunteers. The Senior Christmas Party has been booked along with the entertainment for

December 9 at Crystal Palace in Lemont. We will accept any type of donations for the

program: food and/or cash.

c. Highway Commissioner Robinson

Just finished up the Motor Fuel Tax for the year.  Going through the bills and justifying

everything.

e. Assessor Maurella

Working on Board of Reviews. The portal has opened with the County. Any residents that

don’t agree with the Assessor’s soft appeal have an option to go to the Board of Review.  The

Board accepts evidence from the Assessor’s office that is provided, and they make a decision.

If not, they can go down to PTAB where the Township Assessor just acts as a witness to the

evidence that’s presented to the County. That’s the last resort, once the final decision is in

that’s what the tax assessment will be. Last year the Assessor’s office did about one hundred

or so. They work with the residents to try and come to some agreement if they can. If anyone

has any questions they can contact the Assessor’s office. The office has been working on a lot

of permits this year.

f. Collector Palermo

No report

g. Supervisor Steilen Report

Supervisor Steilen is in the process of hiring a Maintenance Foreman. She has been focusing

on what needs to be maintained on properties. There has been a lot of vandalism over a

period of months, the Village is experiencing it as well.  There was graffiti at the concession

stand at Morris Park, and that has been painted. There were benches that were smashed at the

Healing Garden.  Those have not been repaired yet. There have been broken windows on the

barn at Trantina Farm, those have been repaired. Have been concentrating on repairs of the

Parks and the playground equipment.  Before we can talk about Civic Center we have to

address the maintenance and repairs needed at the parks.

8. Action Items

a. Approval of Bills for Payment - Village Invoice
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                   Consider approval of payment of all bills for August 2025: Certificate of Deposit, Equipment  

                   & Building, Founders Crossing Bond, Founders Crossing, General Assistance, Open Space,  

       Park, Road & Bridge and Town Fund. 

                   Trustee Sievers motioned to approve bills for payment and seconded by Trustee Marcin. 

                   Roll Call Vote: 

                   Ayes (5) Trustees Gray, Marcin, Melody, Sievers and Supervisor Steilen  

      Nays (0) 

                   The motion carried. 

c. Approval to Amend 2025 Regular Meeting Schedule to change the regular Meeting 

location to 16057 S. Cedar Rd from 14350 W. 151st St. 

Trustee Gray motioned to approve amending the 2025 Regular Meeting Schedule to change 

the location to 16057 S. Cedar Rd from 14350 W. 151st St. and seconded by Trustee Melody.          

                    Roll Call Vote:                       

                       Ayes (5) Trustees Gray, Marcin, Melody, Sievers and Supervisor Steilen  

       Nays (0) 

                    The motion carried. 

d. Approval to execute the Fourth Amendment to Lease – Telecom Tower at 14350 W. 151st 

St.; SpectraSite Communications, LLC. 

                    Consider for approval and execution of Fourth Amendment to Lease - Telecom Tower at  

                    14350 W. 151st St.; SpectraSite Communications, LLC. 

                    Trustee Gray asked for clarification from Attorney Jason Guisinger, the lease states that in   

                    2031 the monthly rental will increase by 10%.  At the bottom of the agreement, it states the   

                    next escalator occurs in 2026. This resolution allows Attorney Guisinger and Supervisor  

                    Steilen to make clarifying revisions. Then the revisions will be reported to the board. 

                    Trustee Gray motioned to approve the Fourth Amendment to lease and seconded by  

                    Trustee Marcin. 

                    Roll Call Vote: 

                    Ayes (5) Trustees Gray, Marcin, Melody, Sievers and Supervisor Steilen  

                    Nays (0) 

       The motion carried. 

e. Open Space/Civic Center Committee Member Appointments 
Consider approval of the appointment of Sue Steilen-Chair, Josh Barrett, Margaret Sabo 

John Robinson, Paul McGary, Don Melody and Sara Palermo to the Open Space/Civic Center 

Committee. Supervisor Steilen stated on August 4,, there was a meeting inviting the Public to 

hear about the Civic Center and volunteer to be on the Open Space/Civic Center Committee.  

There’s still room for others to join the Committee. 
Trustee Sievers motioned to approve the Open Space/Civic Center Committee Member  

                    Appointments and seconded by Trustee Gray. 

                      Roll Call Vote: 

                     Ayes (5) Trustees Sievers, Gray, Marcin, Melody and Supervisor Steilen.  

       Nays (0) 
          The motion carried. 

 

               e.   Line-Item Transfer 

                       

                     Consider approval of a line-item transfer of $5,394.00 from 990 Contingency from Open  

                     Space, Open Space Fund to 734 Liability /TOIRMA from Open Budget, Open Space. 
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                     Trustee Melody motioned to approve and seconded by Trustee Marcin. 

                     Roll Call Vote: 

                     Ayes (5) Trustees Sievers, Gray, Marcin, Melody and Supervisor Steilen.  

        Nays (0) 

        The motion carried. 

 

       9.   Old Business  

      a.   143rd Street Update 

Supervisor Steilen stated the County has chosen to continue moving forward with the project. 

They are open to entertaining a compromise of five lanes to Parker and leaving the two lanes 

to Lemont Road. They did not mention installing a traffic light at Crème Road, but this is 

something we would like to see.  Supervisor Steilen asked for any discussion. 

 

Trustee Gray stated most of the impact would be the residences east of Parker Road, Dawn 

wood, Chickasaw and Oak Trail. The compromise Trustee Gray agreed with was the modified 

three-lane configuration.  

 

Per Highway Commissioner Robinson, he stated as someone that drives 143rd Street every 

day, the traffic isn’t getting any lighter. Last week 143rd Street was backed up going east from 

Parker Road to Stadtler.  The roads aren’t built for the current traffic but the future traffic. 

 

Trustee Marcin was concerned about the school on 143rd, turning left will be very hard in the 

mornings.   

 

Supervisor Steilen stated when she talks to residents, they don’t want it widened. Supervisor 

Steilen would still like to fight for the modified three lanes with a turning lane.  

 

Will County Board member Stephen Balich spoke from the audience, stating, “whatever the 

Village of Homer Glen and Homer Township want that’s what he’ll be fighting for.”  Board 

member Balich stated they will be installing a traffic light at Crème Road.  A board can 

overthrow what a prior board voted on. If the future County Board decided to go west, they 

would have to start all over again. There is a transportation meeting on the first Tuesday in 

September. 

 

Per Supervisor Steilen she would like to hear from more residents, and she would support the 

Village. The consensus of the Township would be the compromise of the third lane. Per board 

member Balich, Jim Richmond will follow our lead.   

 

b. Civic Center 

 

A Committee was created and going through a single audit that was triggered because of the 

federal funds involved. Supervisor Steilen is appealing to the grant manager to get funding for 

the septic system because Will County is trying to close out the grant. Supervisor Steilen has 

taken photos and would like to get a video uploaded to our website so residents can see the 

status of the Civic Center. There will be another Open Space/Civic Center Committee meeting 

on September 2. 

 

c. Parade 

The Village is having a parade at Heritage Park on Saturday, August 30. Trustee Sievers is 

working on getting a banner and giveaways for the parade.          
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    10.     New Business 

a. Logo Discussion 

   Per Supervisor Steilen the previous Administration changed the Township logo. There is also     

   a copy of the branding guidelines in the packets made by Mr. Gondek. There has been an        

   expression of altering the logo as an alternate. Trustee Gray stated the only change    

   would be to remove the roots from the tree and make them into a couple of hills. It would  

   be easier to reproduce for cut vinyl and Apparel. We will continue to use the current logo     

   with roots.    

              

b. Announce General Assistance Procedures as a statement for the minutes.  

Supervisor Steilen announced that Homer Township has adopted the written standards 

provided in the Township Supervisors of Illinois General Assistance Handbook for 

determining General Assistance to be provided for applicants. 

 
General Assistance (GA) is a locally administered public assistance program mandated 

by Illinois State Law for qualified individuals with financial needs. General Assistance is 

designed to be a safety net after all other resources have been exhausted. In accordance 

with the adopted written standards, GA can provide monthly payments to help individuals 

meet their basic needs. 

 

Interested individuals can apply to Homer Township for General Assistance. An applicant 

must be a resident of Homer Township, age 18 or older, and a United States Citizen or 

Qualified Immigrant. In addition, an applicant must meet all financial and non-financial 

eligibility requirements. The Township General Assistance program is designed to be a 

program of last resort. 

 

 
Junior Porters will be using the firepit on Trantina Farm on September 25, 2025. Fencing will 

be installed around the silos, corn crib and the playground. 

 

Senior events discussion, concerning Senior Expo to close to taking office for there to be 

time to plan for it. There may be multiple smaller events. There is a credit due from Drury 

Lane Theater from a trip cancelled during covid. 

 

   11.      Roll Call vote to Enter Closed Session 

              

   12.      Return to Open Session 

   

   13.      Action Following Closed Session (if any) 

 None 

  

   14.      Adjournment 

              Motion to adjourn by Trustee Sievers and seconded by Trustee Melody.  Voice vote.  All were  

 in favor. 

 

              Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm   
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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT SHEET 
 
 
Agenda Item Number:                 8.a 
 
Township Board Meeting Date:      September 8, 2025 
                                                                                                  
               
                                                            
 

 
                                                            

Item Title: Approval for Payment of September’s Bills 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Staff Contact: Mary Pat DeGrassi and Cynthia Lombard 
 
Background Information: The attached fund sheets show each fund’s balance and the 
detailed amounts for each item to be paid. 
 
Attachments 
Balance sheets for each fund followed by the fund’s deposit and expense detail. 

Motion for Consideration: Is there a Motion to Approve payment of all bills for September 
2025: Equipment & Building, Founders Crossing Bond, Founders Crossing General, General 
Assistance, Open Space, Park, Road & Bridge and Town Funds? 
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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT SHEET 
 
 
Agenda Item Number:          8.b              
 
Township Board Meeting Date:         September 8, 2025 
                                                                                                  
               
                                                            
 

 
                                                            

Item Title: Approval to allow the Supervisor to Enter into an Agreement to Purchase 
Additional Security Equipment and Services for the Buildings and Trantina 
Farm for the Not-To-Exceed amount of $10,000 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Staff Contact: Supervisor Steilen 
 
Background Information: Supervisor Steilen has obtained several quotes for security 
equipment and monitoring services for the buildings and grounds at Trantina Farm. The quotes 
will be compared for like equipment and services. All quotes received were well under $10,000 
but an exact amount has not been determined. In the interest of securing these purchases and 
services promptly, the Supervisor is requesting permission to purchase and enter into a service 
agreement for additional equipment and monitoring services. 
 

Motion for Consideration: Is there a Motion to Approve the Supervisor to enter into an 
agreement to purchase additional security equipment and monitoring services for the 
buildings and grounds at Trantina Farm for the not-to-exceed amount of $10,000. 
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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT SHEET 
 
 
Agenda Item Number:         8.c              
 
Township Board Meeting Date:        September 8, 2025 
                                                                                                  
               
                                                            
 

 
                                                            

Item Title: Approval of Resolution 2025-0809 RES1 Opposing Will County’s Five-Lane 
Expansion of 143rd Street and the Proposed Compromise Presented at Will 
County Board Public Works & Transportation Committee Meeting on 
September 2, 2025 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Staff Contact: Supervisor Steilen 
 
Background Information: Will County plans to widen 143rd Street from Bell Road to Lemont 
Road from two lanes to five lanes. The intersection at 143rd Street Bell and Road is currently 
under construction to widen 143rd Street on the west side of Bell Road to five lanes. The Village 
of Homer Glen and many residents have objected to the widening of 143rd Street to five lanes 
and have been stating their objections at the Will County Board and Committee meetings for 
more than a year and a half. On January 9, 2024, Homer Township filed a legal objection to the 
143rd Street expansion project with Will County.  
 
At the Will County Board Public Works & Transportation Committee meeting on September 2, 
2025, the Director of Transportation/County Engineer presented a compromise to reduce the 5-
lane segment from west of Bell Road to just west of the Parker Road intersection with a 
transition to the existing 2-lane roadway. The remaining western segment would be 
redesignated as unfunded. The construction of the western segment would be delayed 
indefinitely until such time as the County Board determines it is ready to fund it. Negotiations of 
right-of-way for the remaining western section would stop immediately. All offers would be 
rescinded. 
 
County Board Member Balich discussed the compromise at the Township Board meeting on 
August 11, 2025. Since the August Township Board meeting, Supervisor Steilen has spoken 
with each Board member for their opinions. 
 
The attached Resolution 2025-0908 RES 1 reflects the opinions and concerns expressed in 
conversations between the Supervisor and Trustees. 
 

Attachments 
Resolution 2025-0908 RES 1 

Motion for Consideration: Is there a Motion to Approve Resolution 2025-0809 RES 1 
opposing Will County’s five-lane expansion of 143rd Street and the proposed compromise 
presented at the Will County Board Public Works & Transportation Committee meeting on 
September 2, 2025? 
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2066004_1 1 

TOWNSHIP OF HOMER 

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-0908 RES 1 

A RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE 143RD STREET EXPANSION PROJECT AND 

URGING SAFETY-FOCUSED ALTERNATIVES 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of the Township of Homer, Will County, Illinois (the 

“Township Board”), is charged with protecting the public health, safety, and welfare of Township 

residents and preserving the rural character that is central to the identity of the community; and 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2024, the Township Board formally filed a written objection to the 

143rd Street expansion project with the Will County Clerk, and the concerns expressed therein 

remain pertinent; and 

WHEREAS, Homer Township remains in opposition to the proposed five‑lane expansion of 

143rd Street, and further opposes the compromise presented at the Will County Public Works and 

Transportation Committee meeting on September 2, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the Township supports a safety‑oriented alternative that reduces the 

cross‑section to two (2) through lanes with a continuous center turn lane (three‑lane facility), with 

curbs and storm sewers, and supports traffic signal improvements at the intersection of Crème and 

143rd Street; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board finds and declares the following public‑interest reasons for 

objection: 

1. The proposed five‑lane expansion would alter and degrade the rural character of Homer 

Township; 

2. Safety is a paramount concern because widening to five lanes would induce higher volumes 

and speeds, increasing crash risk for residents, school traffic, bicyclists, pedestrians, and 

turning vehicles; 

3. The Township requests that the posted speed limit on 143rd Street within Homer Township 

be reduced to improve safety and consistency with surrounding residential uses; 

4. The proposed compromise to maintain five lanes from Bell Road to Parker Road and then 

narrow to two lanes between Parker Road and Lemont Road would create a bottleneck and 

additional safety hazards; 

5. The project would divert traffic critical to the economic development of 159th Street to 143rd 

Street, thereby undermining planned investment and growth along 159th Street; 

6. Residents have consistently opposed developing 143rd Street as a commercial corridor 

between Golden Oak and Lemont Road; and 

7. The project would negatively impact the environment, including removal of trees, increased 

stormwater runoff, excessive noise and air pollution, and loss of the area’s rural nature. 
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2066004_1 2 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Board of the Township of Homer, Will 

County, Illinois, as follows: 

Section 1. Objection Reaffirmed. The Township Board hereby reiterates and adopts its 

objection to the proposed five‑lane expansion of 143rd Street and its opposition to the compromise 

presented at the Will County Public Works and Transportation Committee on September 2, 2025. 

Section 2. Preferred Alternative. The Township Board supports modifying the project to a 

three‑lane cross‑section consisting of two through lanes with a continuous center turn lane, with 

curbs and storm sewers, as the safer and more context‑sensitive alternative. 

Section 3. Intersection Safety. The Township Board supports installation and timing/geometry 

improvements for traffic signals at the intersection of Crème and 143rd Street. 

Section 4. Speed Management. The Township Board requests that the posted speed limit on 

143rd Street within Homer Township be reduced to better reflect existing residential frontages, 

turning movements, and school traffic, and to promote safety for all users. 

Section 5. Coordination and Economic Development. The Township Board urges Will County 

to coordinate the 143rd Street project with regional traffic planning to protect planned economic 

development along 159th Street and to avoid diversion that would undermine that corridor. 

Section 6. Filing and Notice. The Township Clerk is directed to file this Resolution with the Will 

County Clerk and to transmit certified copies to the Will County Board, the Will County Public Works 

and Transportation Committee, the Will County Division of Transportation, affected municipalities, 

and other relevant agencies. 

ADOPTED this ____ day of __________________, 2025, by the Township Board of the Township of 

Homer, Will County, Illinois, by a roll call vote as follows: 

 

AYES:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NAYS:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSENT: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSTAIN: ___________________________________________________________________ 
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2066004_1 3 

APPROVED: 

 

__________________________________ 

Township Supervisor 

 

ATTEST: The undersigned Clerk certifies that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the 

Township Board of the Township of Homer, Will County, Illinois. 

 

__________________________________ 

Township Clerk 

 

 

Dated: ____________________, 2025 
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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT SHEET 
 
 
Agenda Item Number:                 10.a 
 
Township Board Meeting Date:      September 8, 2025 
                                                                                                  
               
                                                            
 

 
                                                            

Item Title: Access Will County Dial-a-Ride 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Staff Contact: Supervisor Steilen 
 
Background Information: The Township currently participates in the PACE Dial-a-Ride service 
which provides transportation for seniors and those with disabilities within the Township and a 
limited area outside of the Township. Will County has a new Access Will County Dial-a-Ride 
service that is currently operating in limited areas of the county. The County is planning on 
expanding their service area. Homer Township is exploring an agreement with other 
surrounding communities to join the Access Will County Dial-a-Ride program to replace the 
PACE Dial-a-Ride service. 
 
Attachments 
Access Will County Dial-a-Ride brochure 
PACE Dial-a-Ride Brochre 

Discussion: Access Will county Dial-a-Ride 
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